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through the higher command and his rec-
ommendation never made it through. I feel 
that SFC Pele was not awarded the full rec-
ognition that he deserved, Congressman 
Faleomavaega said. 

In fact, SFC Pele’s combat record reminds 
me of some 52 recipients of the Distinguished 
Service Cross Award that were presented to 
the Japanese-American soldiers who fought 
in Europe during World War II. There was 
only one Medal of Honor awarded to the 
brave Japanese-American soldiers who sac-
rificed so much during World War II, despite 
the tremendous amount of bigotry and rac-
ism brought against these Japanese-Amer-
ican Citizens. 

As I recall, in 1996, Senator Daniel Akaka 
authored a provision in the Defense Author-
ization Act mandating a review of the serv-
ice records of the 52 recipients who received 
the Distinguished Service Cross. As a result, 
19 additional Medals of Honor were awarded 
to our Japanese-American veterans includ-
ing Senator Daniel Inouye of Hawaii. 

I believe that SFC Peles record is very 
similar to that of our Japanese-American 
veterans and I feel that it is only appropriate 
to request the Department of Defense to re-
view his actions during the Vietnam War and 
it is my intention to consult closely with 
Senator Daniel Akaka on this matter. We 
will explore all options on how best to reex-
amine SFC Peles war record, and see if he 
should be awarded the Congressional Medal 
of Honor. 

At the same time, I am also recommending 
that our new Army Reserve Center be named 
in honor of SFC Pele. SFC Pele lived his life 
to the fullest and represented all seven val-
ues of the United States Army including loy-
alty, duty, respect, selfless service, honor, 
integrity, and personal courage. For his com-
mitment to God and country, for his example 
to you and me, I am hopeful that the U.S. 
Army will recognize his distinguished serv-
ice and name the new Army Reserve Center 
in his honor, Congressman Faleomavaega 
concluded. 

[Press Release, June 30, 2006] 
NEW U.S. ARMY RESERVE CENTER IN AMER-

ICAN SAMOA WILL BE NAMED IN HONOR OF 
SAMOAN SOLDIERS 
Congressman Faleomavaega announced 

today that the new U.S. Army Reserve Cen-
ter in American Samoa will be named in 
honor of Sergeant First Class Konelio Pele 
and Staff Sergeant Frank F. Tiai. 

The U.S. Army Reserve Center will be 
named in honor of the late SFC Konelio Pele 
who served in three major wars and was 
awarded the Silver Star, the third highest 
medal for valor during the Vietnam War. 
SFC Pele is also a recipient of the Bronze 
Star, two Purple Hearts, and three Combat 
Infantryman Badges. 

The Maintenance Storage Facility of the 
Army Reserve Center will be named in honor 
of the late SSG Frank Tiai, a member of the 
100th Battalion, 442nd Infantry, who was 
killed in July 2005 while serving in Operation 
Iraqi Freedom. SSG Tiai was posthumously 
awarded the Bronze Star and Purple Heart 
medals. 

Congressman Faleomavaega and the Amer-
ican Samoa Veterans of Foreign Wars both 
recommended to the U.S. Army that the 
newly built Army Reserve Center be named 
after Sergeant First Class Konelio Pele. 

I am pleased the U.S. Army accepted our 
recommendation to name the Army Reserve 
Center after SFC Konelio Pele in recognition 
of his distinguished service, said Congress-
man Faleomavaega. To my knowledge, SFC 
Peles Silver Star is the highest award re-
ceived by any Samoan for courageous valor 
in the field of battle. 

I am also pleased the U.S. Army decided to 
name the Maintenance Storage Facility 
after SSG Frank Tiai who as I recall, was 
the first local reservist from American 
Samoa to die in the war in Iraq. 

Both war heroes have served our country 
with utmost dedication and honor. They are 
a great example of the determination and 
selfless service of our many Samoan sons and 
daughters who have served or are currently 
serving in the military today. 

The dedication ceremonies are scheduled 
for Saturday, July 15, 2006 at the new Tafuna 
facility. Congressman Faleomavaega and 
Governor Togiola are both invited to the 
ceremonies. At this moment, I want to ex-
press my sincere appreciation to the U.S. 
Army for its commitment to American 
Samoa. Most of all, I want to thank all 
Samoans in the military and their families 
for their sacrifices and service to our coun-
try, concluded Faleomavaega. 
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ON THE OCCASION OF THE ONE- 
HUNDREDTH ANNIVERSARY OF 
THE HAMTRAMCK FIRE DEPART-
MENT 

HON. GARY C. PETERS 
OF MICHIGAN 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Mr. PETERS of Michigan. Mr. Speaker, I 
rise today to recognize the first responders of 
the Hamtramck Fire Department (HFD) as the 
community celebrates the department’s cen-
tennial anniversary. This historic milestone in 
HFD’s history is a testament to the thirty-one 
brave men of the department and their prede-
cessors, who have made the safety of their 
community their livelihood. 

First responders are a critical part of com-
munities across our nation—dedicated individ-
uals who are putting themselves in harm’s 
way to ensure the safety of our communities. 
For the HFD, the roots of this deep commit-
ment to its community extend all the way back 
to 1857, before Hamtramck was even incor-
porated as a village. It was then that the Ham-
tramck Spouters first organized and formed 
the Spouters Company Number Eleven. 
Forged with a mission of protecting the citi-
zens of Hamtramck and their property, it for-
mally became the Hamtramck Fire Department 
in 1914, and has diligently dedicated itself to 
fulfilling its mission. 

Like all first responders, the HFD provides 
support and protection to the residents of its 
community in their moments of greatest need. 
This support and protection includes: respond-
ing to fire emergencies, preventing fires, miti-
gating hazardous situations, investigating fire 
emergencies for potential arson and providing 
emergency medical services—in 2011, the 
HFD responded to over 3,000 emergencies. 

As the HFD has grown, it has continued to 
obtain and incorporate new technology, equip-
ment and training, to strengthen its ability to 
protect the community. All of these resources, 
along with those of neighboring fire depart-
ments in Detroit and Highland Park, were put 
to the test on August 6, 1984, when the HFD 
responded to a five-alarm industrial fire. The 
HFD and the other responding departments 
were instrumental in containing this fire and 
preventing its spread to neighboring resi-
dences and properties. It serves as a poignant 
example of the important role of first respond-

ers in protecting the safety of our commu-
nities. 

For the firefighters of the HFD, their commit-
ment and dedication to their community are 
principles which motivate their actions, both in 
their first responders’ duties and in the other 
endeavors they lead to strengthen Ham-
tramck. These efforts include: raising funds to 
support breast cancer research, leading com-
munity clean-up days and providing the sup-
port necessary for Hamtramck to hold Inde-
pendence Day festivities for its residents. 

Mr. Speaker, our first responders deserve 
our admiration, our respect and our unending 
gratitude for the incredible responsibility they 
shoulder on a daily basis. They provide the 
security and protection that help bind our com-
munities together, both in their official duties 
and their volunteer endeavors, which are often 
focused on supporting the members of our 
communities that are most in-need. It is my 
honor to congratulate and thank Fire Chief 
Paul Wilk, the firefighters of the Hamtramck 
Fire Department and their families who sup-
port them, for the incredible impact they have 
made and continue to make on their commu-
nity. The centennial of the HFD is a significant 
milestone in its history and I wish all of its fire-
fighters and their families continued success 
and safety in their endeavor to protect the 
residents of Hamtramck. 
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TED AND FRANI BICKART 

HON. ED PERLMUTTER 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Mr. PERLMUTTER. Mr. Speaker, I rise 
today to recognize and applaud Ted and Frani 
Bickart for receiving the 2014 City of Golden 
Mayor’s Award of Excellence. 

The City of Golden honors Ted and Frani 
Bickart for their service to the Golden commu-
nity, specifically their support of Golden’s cul-
ture, civics and students. Ted served as Presi-
dent of the Colorado School of Mines from 
1998 to 2000. During that time and after, Ted 
and Frani devoted themselves to deepening 
the town-and-gown bond and to enriching 
Golden’s quality of life. Today Ted serves as 
chair of the Golden Urban Renewal Authority 
and devotes time to high school and university 
education issues. Frani has been chair of the 
Jefferson Symphony Orchestra Board and the 
Symphony International Young Artists Com-
petition, as well as a longtime volunteer for the 
Foothills Art Center, Golden History Museums, 
and Golden Fortnightly Club. 

I extend my deepest congratulations to Ted 
and Frani Bickart for this well-deserved rec-
ognition by the City of Golden. 
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TRIBUTE TO JAMES ALLEN, A 
HERO TO OUR COMMUNITY 

HON. CHARLES B. RANGEL 
OF NEW YORK 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Wednesday, December 3, 2014 

Mr. RANGEL. Mr. Speaker, today I rise in 
tribute to a very important and influential cit-
izen of this Good Nation, Mr. James Allen. Mr. 
Allen has recently stepped down as Executive 
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